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independence or distinctness. For these reasons also, the restriction requirement is improper, 
and it should be withdrawn. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the election of species requirement on the grounds 
that 37 C.F.R. §1.141 provides that a reasonable number of species may be claimed in one 
application. In the present case, Applicants are not presenting an unreasonable number of 
species, and as such it is submitted that the election of species requirement is unsustainable. 

If the Office deems that the restriction requirement should be upheld, Applicants 
respectfully request that, should the elected invention be found allowable, the Office rejoin 
the non-elected groups thereto noting that the Office encourages this policy under MPEP 
§821.04. In the present case, the claims to the non-elected groups incorporate all the 
limitations of the elected composition by their dependency therefrom. 
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Applicants respectfully submit that this application is now in condition for 
examination on the merits, and early notice of such action is kindly solicited. Should the 
Examiner have any questions regarding the election, he is respectfully invited to contact 
Applicants' U.S. representative by telephone, who would be happy to provide any further 
assistance deemed necessary in speeding this application to allowance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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